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NSW 12ft Skiff Association
73rd 12ft Skiff Australian Championships at Lane Cove
There will be a sense of the Skiffs ‘coming home’ when Lane Cove 12ft Skiff Sailing Club, with the support of Winning Appliances, host the 73rd 12ft Skiff Australian Championships over Easter. 
In excess of 30 skiffs from clubs in NSW and Queensland will converge on Lane Cove over the four day weekend to fight it out for the Norman Booth Memorial Trophy. The six race series will be held daily from the 21-24 March.

Lane Cove was the first club to ever register a ‘12’, back in 1916 and it is the oldest club to have continuously sailed the class.  Of course, much has changed since the 1920’s when skiffs from Lane Cove battled it out with skiffs from Greenwich and Balmain Sailing clubs.

Today the skiffs are much lighter. The introduction of light weight materials such as carbon fibre, has allowed the boats to be the most technologically advanced skiff on Australian waters.

The ‘12’ also remains the last class to allow its competitors to carry and utilise an unlimited number of sails, making them fast and spectacular to sail in almost all conditions.

“The 12 foot skiff can travel at a great pace even when the breeze is light, but it is also able to perform in conditions that most other classes find too windy.  I suppose that’s why the 12 has so many devoted followers who tend to remain in the class", said NSW Association President, Brett Hobson.

The Lane Cove 12ft Skiff Sailing Club, located in Stuart Street in Longueville, last held the Nationals in 2002 and is remembered for their friendly atmosphere and tight racing.

Brett is excited about the prospect of having Australia’s best 12 sailors racing on the Lane Cove courses. “It’s an awesome opportunity for the sailors to be racing the Nationals at club that has done so much for 12ft Skiff sailing. Racing around Lane Cove is a bit tighter than Sydney Harbour and that can make for great racing.”
Boats from Lane Cove will battle it out with skiffs from the Sydney Flying Squadron in Kirribilli and the Abbotsford 12ft Skiff Club as well as boats from Belmont and Queensland. Joint favourites for the title must be Brett Hobson in Garde and Jonathan Temple in O from the SFS, although you can’t rule out the Lane Cove boats on their home waters. Current Lane Cove Club Champion Murray Press in Gemmell Sails will be tough competitors, as will Michael Spies in Sirromet Wines.
The best way to see the action will be on the Club's spectator ferry, which will leave the club at 12.30pm every race day. Good viewing will also be available from Clarkes Point in Woolwich. The boats will be rigging at a variety of locations, including on the Lane Cove slipway and people are encouraged to come down to the Club, check out the boats and enjoy the club's hospitality.

For further information contact: 

Ben Faulkner, NSW 12’ Skiff Association, Email: faulknerbenj@yahoo.com.au
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