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NSW 12ft skiff State Titles race reports 
Race # 1 – LC12’SSC 

Course: Westerly

Breeze: 10-20 knots southerly 

Scratch Results

1st – Andrew Short Marine (Michael Spies)

2nd – O (Jono Temple)

3rd – Yabba Dabba Dimension Polyant (Nick Press)

With talk of a Southerly buster coming through mid race the Fleet struggled with rig choice most deciding to head out with 2nd rig. Although highly the difficulty in the decision Hey Charger (Nick Bernard) had the #1 rig up and a number of skiffs heading out with 3rd. As a result a large number of skiffs actually missed the start. 

To add to an already difficult day the fleet was sent of on a westerly course as the course had already been set when the Southerly change came though. As a result the race consisted of 2 sail reaching around the Upper Harbour.  

Garde and Andrew Short Marine assumed a unassailable lead by the time the majority of the fleet had reach the start line. Further back a large group Foxy Lady Too, Yabba Dabba, Gemmell Sail and O were fighting over the minor places. With Yabba Dabba holding down 3rd for the most part with O sneaking past meters before the finish line. 

Garde crossed the line 1st with Andrew Short Marine crossing 2nd. Garde along with a number of other skiffs had to retire from the race after been informed they had rounded a mark incorrectly. This handed Andrew Short the win with O in 2nd and Yabba Dabba in 3rd. 

Pictures from Saturday:
www.aedwards.com.au/Pictures/index.php?album=12-FootSkiffs-Dec6th
Race # 2 – Abbotsford 12ft Flying Squadron

Course: Southerly 

Breeze: 15-22 knots Southerly

Scratch Results

1st – Garde (Brett Hobson)

2nd – Gemmell Sails (Murray Press)

3rd – Yabba Dabba Dimension Polyant (Nick Press)

With the tree’s rustling around the rigging park the fleet greeted the starters with 3rd rigs all round. Everyone looking forward to a fast flat water ride down the Bay! 
The first work was eventful with Andrew Short Marine and O having to retire after a collision and a number of other boats coming to grief. Yabba Dabba rounded the top mark in first closely follow by Garde a little further back Gemmell Sails 3rd and Kiroshi in 4th. After an enjoyable downwind run Garde had slipped into 1st place.

Up the following work Garde proceeded to do the Harold Holt and disappeared in the distance giving the rest of the fleet a sailing lesson. Gemmell sails and Kiroshi had closed up on Yabba Dabba and by the top mark Gemmell sails had snuck into 2nd.

With the breeze dropping and shifting toward to east the fleet start to struggle to scrap around the Abbotsford Marine, with both Kiroshi and Yabba taking a dip. 
Garde sailed across the line for an easy win with Gemmell sails taking a well deserved 2nd and Yabba Dabba coming home in 3rd.

The States also saw the return of Skiff.org.au (Ben Faulkner) who made his long awaited return to racing after spending 6months holidaying behind the iron curtin.  

Race # 3 – Abbotsford 12ft Flying Squadron

Course: Easterly 

Breeze: 10-15 knots Easterly

Scratch Results

1st – Andrew Short Marine (Michael Spies)

2nd – Yabba Dabba Dimension Polyant (Nick Press)

3rd – Garde (Brett Hobson)
The breeze went East and died significantly prior to the start of heat 3, some crews that finished earlier were able to change up a rig to better suit the new conditions. Some were lucky to make the start, blessed with a postponed race while the starters shifted the race course to the East.

Andrew Short Marine with their 2nd rig on got the best of the start, closely followed by two 3rd riggers Garde and Gemmell Sails. 

Garde hit the lead half way up the first work, with Yabba Dabba pulling into 2nd place with their big rig on after a poor start, Andrew Short Marine holding 3rd. 

Yabba Dabba and Andrew Short Marine rounded the top mark simultaneously, a few seconds ahead of Garde. Following closely were O and Gizmo. O where starting to threaten for 3rd place when they swum rounding the top mark. 

Yabba Dabba blasted their way down the run under the big spinnaker and gained a substantial lead over Andrew Short Marine at the bottom mark. Yabba would be forced to re-round the mark soon after, discovering they had rounded the incorrect way. This set back allowed Andrew Short Marine to take the lead, and Garde catch right up behind Yabba Dabba. 

Garde snapped at the heals of the big rigged Yabba Dabba up the next work and snuck into 2nd place just prior to rounding the top mark, but Yabba Dabba stole 2nd place back down the follow spinnaker run. 

Neither crew were able to close the gap to Andrew Short Marine who would go on to record a victory. Yabba Dabba hung on to 2nd place and Garde 3rd. 
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