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NSW 12ft skiff State Titles race reports 
Race # 4 – SFS 

Course: Westerly

Breeze: 20-30 knots West North West
Scratch Results

1st – Gizmo (Michael Bochner)

2nd – Yabba Dabba Dimension Polyant (Nick Press)

3rd – O (Jono Temple)
It proves very difficult to select a rig from the beach at the Sydney Flying Squadron in a westerly. The entire fleet opted for their 3rd rigs for heat 4, and with a forecast of 20-30 knots, it seemed like a fair bet. The fleet will learn – never trust a westerly. 
Garde lead off the start, the breeze barley holding to 3rd rig, but shifting around as westerly’s do. Gemmell Sails rounded the top mark 2nd from Gizmo 3rd and a close fleet, who had just picked there way through the many yachts racing on the harbour. 

Garde extended her lead down the long spinnaker run deep into Rose Bay, the fleet behind were closely bunched, and included O, Yabba Dabba and Andrew Short Marine. 
The Gizmo fired up the next work, and closed the gap dramatically to Garde after they had a quick swim during a stronger gust, Gemmell Sails hung onto third place not far behind. 

The crews were starting to be tested as the breeze strength increased, pushing 30knots at times. 

Garde lead around the top mark, but their lead had been dwindled away to within 1 minute. 

A good kite ride back into Rose Bay would see them pull away again, a majority of the fleet having capsizes in a breeze that was ever increasing, beginning to reach 35knots. 
Yabba Dabba pulled into second place after gizmo reportedly had a massive noise dive, Yabba Dabba would also swim near the bottom mark during a spinnaker drop.
Garde rounded the bottom mark first and made her way back up wind, but a lengthy swim soon after and the increasing breeze would see them go no further. 
The race course now resembled a mine field, with just about every boat still on the course no longer upright. 

Gizmo made her way to the bottom mark, passing Yabba Dabba, then Garde who were both on their sides and sailed off into the sunset to take the win. 

Gemmell Sails was an early retirement after classic mine effort on the down hill run.
Yabba Dabba struggled home with a broken crew for 2nd place, and O took 3rd. There would be no other finishes of this race, with the remainder of the fleet being towed home with damage or coming ashore in Rose Bay. 
Special thanks must go to those on shore at Woollahra Sailing Club for their assistance, along with all the rescue boats from the Sydney Flying Squadron, who not only had to rescue 12’s, but most of the other classes from the club. 
Race # 5 – SFS
Course: Westerly
Breeze: 20-30 knots - West South West
Scratch Results

1st – Garde (Brett Hobson)

2nd – Gemmell Sails (Murray Press)

3rd – Andrew Short Marine (Michael Spies)
A decimated fleet from the previous day’s mishaps put on their 4th rigs in preparation for similar conditions for back to back heats 5 and 6. 
Andrew Short Marine entered the day still leading the points table, needing only to finish both race in a reasonable position to claim their first State titles.
O got a good jump on the fleet to lead at the first mark rounding from Garde. The run to the bottom mark proved too tight an angle for spinnakers to be carried, exaggerated by the sudden increase in breeze. 

Similar to yesterday’s race, the bottom mark rounding resembled a mine field rather than a sailing race, most boats coming to grief trying to round the mark while the gusts were clocked at 39knots.
When the fleet righted their boats, it was Andrew Short Marine out in front by a fair margin, with Garde and Gemmell chasing hard. 

Andrew Short Marine held their lead around the top mark rounding, but opted not to set their spinnaker for the run to the finish. 

Garde and Gemmell sails rounded the top mark for 2nd and 3rd respectively, and immediately hoisted their kites to apply some pressure to the leader. 
The kite set proved beneficial as Andrew Short Marine capsized during a jybe half way down the run, leaving the door open for Garde to take the win from Gemmell Sails and Andrew Short Marine 3rd. 

Race # 6 – SFS
Course: Westerly
Breeze: 20-30 knots – West South West
Scratch Results

1st – Garde (Brett Hobson)
2nd – O (Jono Temple)

3rd - Yabba Dabba Dimension Polyant (Nick Press)

Heat 6 was held straight after 5, O, Gizmo and Andrew Short Marine got out of the blocks well to lead the fleet up the first work, but Garde hit the left hand side of the course late in the work and would lead around the top mark from Yabba Dabba.  
Again the angle was too tight to carry spinnakers to the bottom mark, however the two sail ride would still prove spectacular. 

Garde held her lead rounding the bottom mark still from O by 5 seconds, a little further back was Gizmo then Yabba Dabba. The breeze shifted a little more to the south and as a result the work to the top mark was almost achievable in one tack. 
Garde maintained their lead of 5 seconds around the top mark from O and Gizmo. Garde and O flew across the line in a ballistic 4th rig kite ride. 
Gizmo got  carted of course in a gust of 35knots and came unstuck. This lead to a tight finished for 3rd between Yabba Dabba and Andrew Short with Yabba grabbing 3rd by a matter on inches. 
The remaining skiffs came across the line in a group with At Call sneaking through to pick up some hard fought places on the line from Gizmo and Foxy Lady Too.  

Andrew Short Marine finished 4th, which, along with their 3rd from heat 5, was enough seal the overall victory and take their first State titles. 

The result also meant they took out the handicap, and for the trifecta Michael Spies also qualified for the veteran’s trophy. 
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