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NSW 12ft Skiff Association
12ft Skiff National Championships 2008
Brett Hobson and Alex Johnson sailing Garde have won the 73rd Australian 12ft Skiff Championship sponsored by Winning Appliances.

The Norman Booth Trophy was handed to the Sydney Flying Squadron crew after 4 days of close racing at Lane Cove 12ft Skiff Sailing Club.

The series was sailed on Upper Sydney Harbour, with courses stretching from Goat Island to Drummoyne. The tight courses lead to crowded mark roundings and run legs and plenty of action for the spectators who following the racing from the ferry.

The series offered the 34 competitors from around Australia a variety of conditions with the breeze coming from a new direction every day. Garde won 4 of the 6 heats, including the vital last race.

Early wins to Hobson in Garde and Jonathan Temple in O set the scene for the regatta. The two boats had finished on even points in the NSW State Championships before eventually being handed to O on countback. This series would again be decided in the last heat, with Garde making the most of a beautiful Nor-east breeze to take the series from club mate Temple in O and Lane Cove's own Murray Press in Gemmell Sails.

"I am extremely happy to have won the Championship" said Brett "it's something we have really worked hard for. Alex and I have finished 2nd and 3rd in the past so to finally win feels fantastic."

The hosts at Lane Cove 12ft Skiff Sailing Club were also thrilled with the success of the event. The sailors were very well taken care of and the conditions allowed for thrilling racing.

"There is so much history with 12ft Skiffs and the Lane Cove Club" noted Hobson, "it's a club that is run by volunteers so we would really like to thank those who helped out and sponsors like Winning Appliances for making the event possible."

The first three places in the Colin Clarke Memorial handicap trophy went to Lane Cove boats. Andrew Stevenson and Brad Greenrod in At Call Powered by Bainbridge managed to hold out Lane Cove institution Jack Winning in Vantage Real Estate.

For full results and all other 12 news and photographs, go to www.skiff.org.au.
For further information contact: 

Ben Faulkner, NSW 12’ Skiff Association, Email: faulknerbenj@yahoo.com.au
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